
SustainabilityandEnergyCommission
CommissionMinutes

February9, 2023

AregularmeetingoftheSustainabilityandEnergyCommissionwascalledtoorderbyBrittanyGoodeat6:03
p.m. Thursday, February9, 2023, intheCouncilChambersatGrandHavenCityHall.    

Present:  PamelaBlough, RyanCottonBrittanyGoode, JohnKinch, DavidMann, JamesMathews,  

Absent: PattiNelsen, ChristianMiller, AddyKnoth-Miller

AlsoPresent:   EricLawandBrianUrquhart

1. TheCalltotheaudience.   
2. Membersoftheaudienceintroductionwithanimpromptupresentationonsustainablebuildingmaterials

usinghempwood.  
3. AgendaItem1:  TheWaterTaskForce; apresentationbyKellyParker (GVSU).   

focusefforts.  ThefirstistheTreeCityworlddesignation, andthesecondisanincreaseinwater
conservation.   groupseesthecityasbeingclosetoattainingworlddesignation.  The
stepstocompletearedesignatingatreemanager, definingpolicy, andhavinganupdatedtree
inventory.  ProfessorLocher (GVSU) iscurrentlyorganizingeffortstoupdatetheinventory.   
Thesecondfocalpoint, waterconservationwasidentifiedbythegroupasamorecomplex
challenge.  Thegroupidentifiedthewaterfiltrationcapacitychallengespecifictopeakhourly
flowandidentifiedraisingpublicawarenessasanimportantsteptomeetingthischallenge.   

billmessagingaseffectiveawarenesstools.   

couldbeavailable.  Parkeralsodiscussedtheimportanceoftheuseandpromotionofnative
plantingandtheconservationbenefitsofusingnativespeciestocurtailirrigationneeds.   
MonetzaaskedLawaboutcurrenteffortswithintheNOWSsystem.  Lawdiscussedspecificsof
peakhou
discussedthefinancialcommitmentof $15KintheNOWSbudgettoaddressupdatesneededto
thecitywebsiteandthedevelopmentofasocialplatformtohelpfacilitateon-billmessaging.  In
addition, Lawdescribedaplantohostlocalirrigationandlandscapingcompaniesfora

fold.  First, todriveawareness, and
second, topetitiontheseprofessionalstoinfluencetheprogrammingofirrigationsystemsonto
theshoulderhoursofpeak-hourly

andthecurrentadministration efforttomaximizeitscapabilities.  Bringingmoreawarenessto
thegroup, Lawwentontodiscussthecomplexityaroundtheintergovernmentalarrangementof
thewholesalesupply.  OfthesixmunicipalentitiesthatNOWSservesonlytheCityofGrand
Havenbillsmonthlyandiscurrentlyusingadvancedmeterinfrastructure (AMI) andnooneis



usingon-billmessaging.  Inaddition, Lawbrieflydescribedthedevelopmentfootprintofthese
communitiesandtheefficiencytheCityofGrandHavenhasindensitycomparedtothe
expansivegrowthpotentialinthecommunitiesservednorthandsouth.   KinchaskedLawwhat
theSECcoulddotohelp.  Lawexpressedanunderstandingofhowabroadapproachseems
logicalbutencouragedaninitiallyintentionallynarrowedfocusonoutdoorirrigation.  Law
suggestedthatfocusingonthelargestrateusersfirstistherightapproachanddescribedefforts

ThestateofBeaconBlvd. wasdiscussedastohowanopportunityexistsfortheSECtopartner
withthePlanningCommissiononthevisionforthecentermedianandhowthisisachanceto
improveforward-  Urquhart
agreedthatasthecommunitiesmasterplanmovesforward, theinitiativesofbothgroupscan
coexistandsupportstheinvolvementwiththeSEC.  Thegroupcametoaconsensusthatafocus
onoutdoorwaterusagewhilepartneringwiththePlanningCommissiononpublicspace
improvementswouldbealogicalpathforward.    

4. AmotionfromBlough, secondedbySmalltoapproveminutesfromthe1/12/23meetingwitheditswas
approvedunanimously.    

5. AgendaItem2: TaskForceUpdates, Earth, Water, Wind.    

Kinch, Nelsen,  
andDorawasenthusiasticabouttheexpertisetheSECcouldprovide.  Dorasuggestedgettingon
thePlanningCommissionDocketandspeakingabouthowtheSECcancomplementth
efforts.  KinchvolunteeredtobethatrepresentativefromtheSEC.   PlanningCommissionmeets

ndonthe2 Tuesdayofeachmonth.  Monetzapointedouthowthemasterplanisgoingtothe
publiccommentsperiodsoonandsuggestedthatitisimportanttheSECparticipatesinthepublic
commentsperiod.  Thepubliccommentperiodwillbe63days.  Thegroupagreedthatpublic
commentsoriginatingwithinthegroupshouldallbediscussedasagroup, agreedupon, and
broughttothepubliccommentformatfromtheSECandnotindividualmembers.  Acopyofthe
proposedupdatetothemasterplaniscurrentlyonthecitywebsite. Urquhartwilldeliverapdfto
Goodefordistributiontothegroup.  Kinch, Blough, andMonetzavolunteeredtoreviewthe
documents.   

prioritiesintheStatelegislatureandanotherdiscussedstormwatermanagementandtheimpacts

howtousetheonlineplatformandsuggestedthisforthewatersector.  Ottawaconservation
districtsconservationontapeventwillbenextweek.    
Gooderaisedconcernsaboutmissinggrantopportunities.  Wantedtounderstandwhomaybe
willingtobetheexpertsontheCommissiontowatchforandsupportthegrantwritingprocess.   
Discussiontabled.    
Goodeaskedforthoughtsonageneralgroupemailtohandlecommunicationthroughandinto
thegroup.  Bloughsuggestedusingaplatformcalledbasecamp.  Mathewssuggestedaseparate
emailbesetup.  Discussiontabled.    
MannupdatedBL
ofmoneyavailable.  MannmetwithOttawaParksFoundationandPlanninganddevelopment
coordinatorandisworkingtoestablishawaterfillstationatOttawaSandsRec. Area. Activities
aroundEarthDayareprogressingwithVelocityCyclesofHollandpartneringwiththeDPWon

booth.  MicroPlasticsdocumentarysideshowscoming.  EVcarshowisagoandthedateis



thApril29.  GoodeexpressedurgencyineffortstodrivefoottrafficandT-shirtsandhatsarestill
possible.    

6. AgendaItem4:  TheFireTaskForce; anupdatefromCotton.  

Acurrentgrantof $25Kisdeterminedwithinthenexttwoweeks.  Asecond $25Kgrantis
waitingforsubmissionandrequiresretroactiveCommissionapprovalafterCityManagerLatch
requestedexpeditionandCottonhaveitpreparedforthemostrecentCouncilmeeting.  Council
hasapproved. AmotionbySmalltoapprovearesolutiontosubmitforcouncilapprovalan
EGLE $25KgranttosupportthecommunityenergyplanwassecondedbyMannandpassed
withunanimousapproval.  Cottonwentontodescribemunicipaloutreachefforts.  TheCityof
FerrysburgisplanningforaMarchpresentation.  SpringLakeTownshipisreceptivebutstill
waitingforapprovaltolandonafutureagenda.  GHTisresistant.  Lawsaidhewouldtrytotalk
withleadership.  TheBLPisonboardandreadytosupport.  ConsumersPoweriscommittedto
on-billfinancingforthosecustomerswithinthecommunitythatareonCP.  MichiganGasis
supportivebutwithintheframeworkofitsexistingprogram.  Itwaspointedoutandsupported
bythegroupthatearlysuccesswiththesegrantswillclearaneasierpathforwardforfuture
grants.    

7. AgendaItem3:  MichiganGreenCommunities; anupdatefromUrquhart.  

UrquhartstatedthatprogressisbeingmadeintheresubmittaloftheMGCprocess.  Sessions
centeredaroundzoningandordinancesarecomingupfortheacceleratorprogramandUrquhart
willtakefulladvantageofthistraining.  TheCLCfellowshipisinthereviewprocesswiththe
firstmentorshipsessioninMay.  Goodenotedtheemphasisbeingplacedonstormwater
m
commentedonhowthecommunitieswithgreeninitiativesarebeingmovedupinthegrant
approvalprocess.  Kinchwantedtounderstandwherethetreeplantingplanislocated.  Itis

opportunities.  GoodereiteratedtheimportanceofdrivingfoottraffictotheEarthDayeventso
theseimportanttopicsgetcommunityengagement.    

Other:   

Goodewillalsosendouttopicswithintheassessmentthataregoingunansweredandisrequestinghelpgetting
themanswered.     

Adjournment:  8:00p.m.  SubmittedbyDanSmall

NotesSubmittedbyEricLaw


