
ForCleanerLakesandRivers”  

GRANDHAVEN-SPRINGLAKE
SEWERAUTHORITY

WASTEWATERTREATMENTPLANT
1525WASHINGTONAVENUE

GRANDHAVEN, MICHIGAN49417
PHONE: (616) 847-3486

TheregularmeetingoftheGrandHaven-SpringLakeSewerAuthoritywillbeheldat8:15
A.M. onWednesday, May17, 2023intheCouncilChambersinGrandHavenCityHall
locatedat519WashingtonSt. GrandHaven, Michigan49417

MINUTESFORREGULARMEETING
WednesdayMay17, 2023

8:15A.M.  

1. Meetingcalledtoorder8:15a.m.  

2. RollCall:   
GordonGallagher SpringLakeTownship
TreasurerCraigBessinger CityofFerrysburg
PatrickStaskiewicz OttawaCountyRoadCommission
BillCargo GrandHavenTownship
ViceChairpersonAshleyLatsch CityofGrandHaven
NotPresent:  
JoelTepastte VillageofSpringLake
SteveNamenye MemberatLarge
ChairpersonChristineBurns VillageofSpringLake
AlsoPresent:  
RyanVredeveld WWTPSuperintendent
CoryVanOeveren WWTPEnvironmentalComplianceSupervisor
AlandoChappell GrandHavenTownship

3. ApprovaloftheminutesoftheFebruary15, 2023SewerAuthorityBoard
meeting
Motiontoapprove – Gallagher
Support – Bessinger

Allinfavor – Motioncarries



4. PublicComment
Nopubliccomment

5. FinancialReport
2023debt – shortwithcashonhand, borrowedfromtheplant’soperatingcash
fund.  Willreimbursewhenmoneyiscollectedinsufficientamounts.  Alsonoted
thatourinvestmentscontinuetoreceiveexceptionalreturns.   

6. Superintendent’sReport
Planthasbeenoperatingreallywell.  Solidshavebeencloseto6% goingintostorage
tanks, butcomingoutforlandapplicationitiscloserto4%.  Needtogetintothetanks
andevaluatethesumpsandthevalves.  Roughly250,000gallonswillneedtobe
removedwhenthattimecomes.  EastEndbasketballcourtprojectisgoingwell.  
Constructiontostartthisweek. Asphaltremovalandreplacement.  

Gallagher – CanyoupleaseprepareavisualtoshowwhattheSewerAuthorityownsand
whattheCityofGrandHavenisleasing?  

Cargo – AddtagsonGISsoitiseasilyaccessibleinthefuture.  

thPartyinthepark – July13
LiveMusic, Food, guidedtours, kidsevents

Southwestprimaryclarifier –   
Ranintoalotofissueswiththemechanicalworkings.  Companystoodbehindtheir
productandprovidedreplacementpartsatnocost

7. GeneralBusiness.  

A. 2022-2023BudgetAmendments
Atthistime, theSewerAuthorityBoardmayapproveamotiontoacceptthe
updatedFY2022-2023budgetrevenuesandexpensesaspresented.  
Expendituresareprojecttobemorethanwhatwasoriginallybudgeted, butthat
ismostlyduetothebafflereplacementproject, whichisacashfundedprojectso
the $30,000differencefromreductionofrevenuewillbemadeupfor

Motiontoapprovethebudgetamendmentsasproposed – Gallagher
Support – PatS
Allinfavor – Motioncarries

B. FutureBiosolidsatWWTP
Metwithmultipleengineeringfirmstodiscussanaerobicdigestertocapitalize
onIRAtaxcredits



Afterourmeetingsandfurtherdiscussion, thecostoftheprojectandthe
potentialimpactonourprocess, itwasdeterminedanaerobicdigestionisnotthe
bestroute.  

Wouldlikelybeover50yearstoseereturnoninvestment.  
Decidedtonotpursueanystudydirectedspecificallyatanaerobicdigestion.  We
willcontinuetoevaluatepotentialimprovementsforthefutureoutlookofour
solidshandlingprocesswhichstillmayincludeanaerobicdigestion – many
optionsshouldbeconsideredinamoreindepthevaluation.  

C. DebtRatesforFY2023-2024
MemofromOttawaCountyRoadCommissionprovidingtheirrecommendations
fordebtratesforour2013and2018bonds.  
Slightincreaseinratesforpumpstationandforcemain
DrawingdownsurplusforLocalpumpstationandHeadworks
2013bondissue – Slightincreasetorates

Cargo – Wheredowestandwiththecurrentbalancesvsprojections?  
HeadworksandLocalpumpstationareclosetooriginalprojections.  
2013bond – Patneedstolookintoitfurtherandwillgetthatinformationout

OriginallyProjected - $148/MG
CurrentlyProposed - $139/MG

Inthefuture, includeprojectedratesvscurrentratestoshowwhetherweareon
trackornot

Cargomakesamotiontoapproverecommendedratechanges
Gallaghersupport
Allinfavormotioncarries

D. GrandHavenpumpstationforcemain@AdamsSt.  
Plantstaffispresentingaproposalfromanengineeringconsultantthatoutlines
ascopeofworkthatinsummarywouldassessthebestpossiblemethodfor
replacingthethree (3) airreleasevalvesthatservicetheforcemaintraveling
fromAdamsSt. pumpstationtotheWWTP.  

Motiontomoveforwardwithperformingastudytoaddresstheproject – Latsch
Support – Cargo
Allinfavor – Motioncarries

8. BoardMemberComments.  
Nocomments

9. AnnouncementofnextSewerAuthorityMeeting:  August16, 2023

10. Adjournment. 9:07a.m.  



SewerAuthorityMembers:                    AlternateMembers:  
ChristineBurns, Chairperson WallyDelamater
AshleyLatsch, ViceChairperson DerekGajdos
CraigBessinger, Treasurer MattSchindlbeck
SteveNamenye
GordonGallagher
PatrickStaskiewicz JoeWallace
BillCargo AlandoChappell
JoelTepastte

Consultants:                                                    Others:                                               
MattVanHoef GrandHavenTribune

CatherineMcNally
MariaBoersma

GENERALMEMBERS: IFYOUCANNOTATTENDTHEMEETING, PLEASENOTIFYYOUR
ALTERNATESOTHATHE/SHEMAY


