
CityofGrandHaven
HumanRelationsCommission

Tuesday, September27, 20225:30p.m.  
CityHall

519Washington, GrandHaven

Minutes

1. CalltoOrder .......................................................................................................... Colson
Colsoncalledthemeetingtoorderat5:30intheabsenceofChairpersonNail

2. Attendance ........................................................................................................... Latsch
Present: Baker, Rant, Colson, McGee
Absent: Nail, Werksma, Billedeau

AlsoPresent: BLPTrusteeGerryWitherell, CityAttorneyRonBultje

3. ApprovalofMinutes ............................................................................................................... All
Noquorumforapprovalofminutes.  

4. WelcomeGuests ..................................................................................................... Colson
ViceChairColsonwelcomedeveryoneinattendanceandintroducedthesingleagendaitem.  

5. DiscriminationComplaint ........................................................................................ Colson
LatschintroducedtheHRCcomplaintthatwasfieldedbytheCityClerk’soffice. Latschexplainedthatthe
intentofthatevening’sdiscussionwasnottoreviewthenatureofthecomplaint, buttoofficiallyreceive
thedocumentandtogenerallyaskanyclarificationquestionstotheCityAttorneyregardingtheHRC’s
responsibilityinhowtheyfieldandinvestigatethecomplaint.  

PriortoturningitovertotheCommission, LatschreadastatementprovidedbyBoardofLightandPower
ChairpersonMikeWestbrook. LatschalsoacknowledgedthataBLPboardtrusteewasintheaudienceif
therewereanyadditionalquestionsthatmightarise.  

AttorneyBultjeproceededtoexplaintothecommissiontheirprovisionintheordinanceandresponsibility
toreceiveandlookintocomplaintsandseekpotentialresolution. Bultjeexplainedthatthecommission
doesn’thaveanyauthoritytoforcethepartiesinquestiontoattendameeting, however, hesuggested
thatthecommissionwouldlikely, asanextstep, invitetheBoardandStafftoattendameetingtoanswer
questionsregardingthecomplaint.  

Ultimatelythecommission’sresponsibility, asdiscussed, wouldbetodeterminewhethertherewas
discriminationonthebasisofsex, orifthebehavioridentifiedwasinpartduetointerpersonaldifferences.  

Bakerinquiredaboutatimelineforaresponseorresolutiontothecomplaint. AttorneyBultjeexplained
therearenotanyestablishedtimelines. Latsch, however, explainedthiswasanoutstandingcomplaint
thatshouldbeaddressedandresolvedinatimelyfashionastheCityandBLPseektorepairrelationships.  

Memberspresentagreedtoscheduleaspecialmeetinginordertoconducttheinterviewsinatimely
fashion.  



6. CalltoAudience ....................................................................................................... Colson
GerryWitherellprovidedhisperspective, notingthatwhiletheboardmeetingwascontentious
andregrettable, itwaspersonalityrelated. Witherellthankedthecommissionfortheirservice
tothecommunity.  

7. Adjournment & Nextmeeting: October12, 2022 MotiontoAdjourn
Meetingadjournedat6:25pm
Motion: Baker
Second: McGee
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