
CITYOFGRANDHAVEN
HISTORICCONSERVATIONDISTRICTCOMMISSION

REGULARMEETINGMINUTES
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER16, 2023, 5:00PM

GRANDHAVENCITYHALL
CITYMANAGER’SCONFERENCEROOM

519WASHINGTONAVENUEGRANDHAVEN, MI49417

Calltoorder: ChairLizaDoracalledthemeetingtoorderat5:01pm.  

Rollcallofmemberspresent: ChairLizaDora, SecretaryLindaRosema, MembersChadFisk, Robyn
Vandenberg.   

Excused: Vice-ChairErikByeandMemberNinaBryhn.  

Otherspresent: MaryAngel, AdministrativeLiaison; BrianUrquhart, CityPlanner; KateCrosby, Tri-Cities
MuseumAdvisoryMemberandMayor-ElectBobMonetza.  

1) GeneralBusinessCalltoViewingAudience
Therewerenocomments.  

2) PlanningCommissionSitePlanReviews
ChairDorareadaletterreceivedfromCarlandBarbRowewiththeirconcernsabouttheFire
Barn (18-20N. 5th) lackingmorethanoneplanfromdevelopers. Commissionersexpressedtheir
concernsaswellandlookedforwardtopresentationsfromtheawardeddeveloper.  

3) ApprovaloftheRegularMeetingMinutesofOctober18, 2023, oftheHistoricConservation
DistrictCommission.  

MotiontoapprovebyFisk, secondbyVandenbergwiththeremovalofitem7F (theHCDCwill
beontheCityCouncilagendainearly2024). Motionwasapprovedunanimously.  

4) Tri-CitiesMuseumUpdate
KateCrosby, MuseumAdvisoryMemberreportedthattheannualboardmeetingheldNovember
14, 2023, wasverysuccessful. Eventscomingupare “MurderattheMuseum” thisSaturdayis
SoldOutandtheHollyJollyHolidayEventonDecember2from2-4pmisafreefamilyevent.  
ThemuseumwillbeclosedThanksgiving, BlackFridayandChristmas.  

5) LoutitLibraryUpdateReport
RepresentativeJeanetteWeidenreportedthatitistheendoftheyear; therewillbeno
Genealogyclassestherestoftheyear, justCoffee & Coloring. Sundayconcertsstarton
November19at2pmwithWyatt & SheriKnapp. Alleventsarealwaysfreeatthelibrary. Movie
MatineeswillbeofferedonNoSchoolDaysandthelibrarywillbeclosedonThanksgiving.  

6) Updates & Reports/CommentsByHCDCMembers
a. SouthwestWalkingTourFeedback – MemberQuarecommendedtheFirstPresbyterian

ChurchberemovedfromthetourbecauseitisincludedintheDowntowntourbrochure.  
CoulduseQRcodesonhiddenpagesformoreinformation. Willpursuetechnologywith
iCloudstorage. MaryAngelsuggestedusingCANVAtobuildabrochureforfree.  

b. MemberDorareportedthatsheandByearestillworkingontheEastEndDistrict
WalkingTourbrochure. Shereviewedthelistofhomesbuiltbefore1900ofwhich38
propertiesarelocatedintheEastEndDistrict. Withsixbuiltin1840andothersbuilt
1870-1880. Thiswouldsubstantiatetheinformationthatindustryownershadbuilt
housingfortheiremployeesduringthistime. AlotofthehousingintheEastEnd
HistoricalDistrictissimilartobungalowstyle.  
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c. Fisksuggestedwechoosehousesthatareinterestingtolookatforthebrochure. Crosby
suggestedweuseCLIOtocreatedigitalwalkingtours. Itisfreetodownload. Sheoffered
tosendthelinktomembers. FisksuggestedthatByenarratethewalkingtourswithhis
goodvoice. Discussionwasheldaboutevaluatinghistoricallysignificantbuildingsasa
district, neighborhood, andblock, keepinginmindthathistoryismoreimportantthan
appearance. QuareportedthatthetreeonHowardAve., whichwasinjeopardyofbeing
takendownintheinfrastructurerebuild, wassaved.  

7) SecondGeneralBusinessCalltoViewingAudience
Mayor-ElectMonetzathankedthecommissionforhavinghim. Commissionerswereallin
agreementthattheyappreciatedhisinterestandinput.  

8) Adjournment5:52pm (Noticethatnextmonth’sscheduledmeetingforDecember20willbe
canceledinplaceofourholidaygathering. Dorawillsendoutinvitationswithallthedetails.)  

Submittedby
LindaRosema, Secretary
LizaDora, Chair


