
CITYOFGRANDHAVEN
HISTORICCONSERVATIONDISTRICTCOMMISSION

SPECIALMEETINGMINUTES
MONDAY, JULY24, 2023AT5:00PM

GRANDHAVENCITYHALL
COUNCILCHAMBERS

519WASHINGTONAVENUE
GRANDHAVEN, MI49417

Calltoorder:  ChairLizaDora.  

Rollcallofmemberspresent: ChairLizaDora, Vice-ChairErikBye, SecretaryLindaRosema, Members
ChadFisk, (vacancy) WendyKnoth, RobynVandenbergandPatrickQua.  

Membersabsent:  None.  

Otherspresent:  MaryAngel, AdministrativeLiaison; JeannetteWeiden, LoutitDistrictLibrary
Representative; andKateCrosby, Tri-CitiesMuseumAdvisoryMember; AshleyLatsch, CityManager, Tim
Price, AssistantCityManager; BrianUrquhart, CityPlanner.  

ThemeetingwascalledtoorderbyChairDoraat5:00p.m.  

1. GeneralBusinessCalltoViewingAudience
Ageneralbusinesscalltotheviewingaudiencewasmade. Formermayorandcurrentmayoralcandidate
BobMonetzathankedthecommissionfortheirinterestinthefutureofthebuildingat18-20NFifthStreet
inregardtoitshistoricalsignificancetoGrandHaven.  

th2. 18-20N5StreetBuilding
a. HistoricalSignificanceasdefinedbytheGrandHavenCentralBusinessDistrictNational

RegisterofHistoricPlaces - ChadFiskreviewedtheRFPandstatedthat18-20N. 5thSt.  
isacontributingpropertytothecentralhistoricdistrictalongwithCityHall (1934) andthe
firehouse (1935), bothexamplesofcolonialrevivalarchitecture. Partofthefederal
government'sfederalworksprogram - WPA. CityHallhasbeendesignatedalocalhistoric
landmark, butthefirehousewasnot.  

b. 18-20N. 5thSt. landmarkstatus Theconsensusofthecommissionwasthatitis
importanttosavethisbuilding. Unfortunately, itwasnotgivenlandmarkstatusatthesame
timeasCityHall. AshleyLatsch, CityManager, wasreceptivetoaddingthenorthernand
southernwallstobeincludedontheRFP.  

MovedbyMemberFisk, supportedbyBye, torecommendtotheCitytoamend
theoriginalRFPtoaddthenorthernandsouthernwallsconstructedin1935. The
motionwascarrieedunanimously.  

c. Annexbuilding, RFP  - Correctionofname/addressofbuildingonRFP. TheCommission
proposedtorefertothebuildingasthehistoricGrandHavenPoliceandFireDepartment
Building, 1820N. 5thSt., ratherthantheannex.  

MovedbyMemberVandenberg, supportedbyMemberBye torecommend
revisingthetextintheRFPreferencing tobeamendedtothehistoric
GrandHavenPoliceandFireDepartmentBuilding, 1820N. 5thSt. Thismotion
wascarrieedunanimously.  

d. Taxcreditopportunities thehistoricGrandHavenPoliceandFireDepartmentBuilding,  
1820N. 5thSt., iswithintheCentralHistoricDistrict, andMemberFiskstatedthatthey
couldobtaintaxcreditsfor25% ofrenovations.  



MemberFisksuggestedthatthecommissionconsiderproposingatextamendmentto
Chapter19oftheCityOrdinancesforapplicants withinthehistoricdistricts tosubmit
proposalstothecommissionforinitialreviewforsignificantprojects. Itwouldbeagood
ideatoinvolvethepublicinunderstandingtheroleofthehistoriccommission.  

3. 18-20N. 5thSt. landmarkstatus Continued
Furtherdiscussionwasheldaboutaddinglandmarkstatusto18-20N. 5thSt., afterbeing
advertisedforsale. Thecommissioncannotapplyforlandmarkdesignation; theownerofthe
propertywouldneedtodothis. Inthis, case, submissionofthelocallandmarkdesignation
applicationwouldrequireCouncilapproval; and, afterthesubmissionofthelocallandmark
application, thecommissionwouldapproveit. Thecommissionfeltthattheywereresponsiblefor
takingactiontopreserveourbuildings. Bidson1820N. 5thSt. closeonAugust23, 2023.  

ThefollowingmotiontorecommendtotheCitytoapplyforLocalLandmarkStatusfor18-20N
5thStreetFireDepartmentBuilding:  

MovedbyFisk, supportedbyBye, torecommendthattheCityofGrandHavenapply
forlocallandmarkdesignationof18-20N5thStreetbasedonthefollowingfacts:  

1. ItsharesthesamelegacyasCityHallinthat;  
a. Itwasbuiltandpubliclyfinancedatthesametimeascityhallduring

theGreat
b. Depression (1935),  
c. Inthesamestyle, usingthesamearchitect,  
d. andsharesthesamedescriptionofimportanceasCityHallonthe

NationalRegistryofHistoricPlaces.  
2. AsoneofonlytwocontributingbuildingsofthiseraintheentireCentral

HistoricDistrict, anyremovalordemolitionoftheremainingstructure
threatenstodestroy statusontheNationalRegistryof
HistoricPlaces

3. InthespiritofSection19ofourlocalordinance, notprotectingthis
contributionoftheNationalRegistrythreatensto
legacy.  

Thismotionwascarriedunanimously.  

CityManagerLatschrequestedthatthecommissionwritetheapplicationforthecity.  

Thecommissionsetaspecialmeetingat10:00a.m., August2, 2023, atKenziesBeCafétodraft
theapplicationforthecity. MemberFiskwouldprepareadraftforaPowerPointPresentationand
coordinatethatandtheapplicationwithmembersDoraandVandenburg.   

Thecommissionwouldliketoreviewothercitypropertiesthatmayqualifyforlandmarkstatus.  
TheCitywouldworkoncompilingalistoflandmarkbuildings.  

4. SecondGeneralBusinessCalltoViewingAudience
Ageneralbusinesscalltotheviewingaudiencewasmade. SecondGeneralbusinesscalledto
viewingaudiencefiveminutes, soIthankedusagainforconsideringtheimportanceof1820N.  
5thSt., anditshistoricalsignificanceingaininglandmarkstatus.  

Themeetingwasadjournedat6:30p.m.  

Respectfullysubmittedby,  
LindaRosema, Secretary


