
CITYOFGRANDHAVEN
HISTORICCONSERVATIONDISTRICTCOMMISSION

REGULARMEETINGMINUTES
WEDNESDAY, February21, 2024AT5:00PM

GRANDHAVENCITYHALL
COUNCILCHAMBERS

519WASHINGTONAVENUEGRANDHAVEN, MI49417

Calltoorder: ChairLizaDoraat5:02pm

Rollcallofmemberspresent: ChairLizaDora, ViceChairErikBye, SecretaryLindaRosema, MembersPatrick
Qua, ChadFiskandRobynVandenberg.   
Absent: MemberNinaBryn
Otherspresent:  MaryAngel, AdministrativeLiaison, BrianUrquhartCityPlanner; TimPrice, AssistantCity
Manager; JeannetteWeiden, LoutitDistrictLibraryRepresentative; andKateCrosbyTri-CitiesMuseumAdvisory
Member.  

ChairDoraannouncedthatUrquhartwillbereplacingAngelasournewAdministrativeLiaisonandalsothanked
Angelforherservicetothecommissionovertheyearswithatokengiftofappreciation.  Shealsothanked
MayorBobMonetzaforhisattendanceandinterestinourcommission.  Thecommissiontookashortbreakto
enjoycakeandpunch.  

1) GeneralBusinessCalltoViewingAudience \[3minutesperperson\] Nocitizenspresent.  

2) PlanningCommissionSitePlanReviews \[RefertoCity0rdinanceCh19-16(3) andMainstreet
Guidelines\]   

a. UrquhartpresentedplansforrenovationstoGrandTheatrelobbybuildingat24Washington
Ave.byNewHollandBrewingasaTastingBar.  Interiorandexteriorrenovationsareneeded.  They
wouldliketorepainttheexteriororangethefrontdoorandwindowstoincludeatake-outwindow, with
planstoopenbyMemorialDay.  Theyarekeepingthemarquee, addingtheirlogotoitandremovingthe
stageontheinteriortoaddmoreseating.  ThispropertyisintheDowntownHistoricDistrictandhas
LocalLandmarkStatus.  ItisalsomentionedontheNationalRegisterofHistoricPlaces.  Itwas
recommendedthattheymakeapresentationtotheHCDCwiththeirexteriorimprovementstomake
suretheyareinkeepingthehistoricnatureofthisiconicbuilding.  

DiscussionfollowedwithFisksharingconcernsaboutexteriortiles, lightingandthefullscopeofthe
improvements.  ConsensuswasincandescentlightingwouldbepreferredbutLEDlightingmaybe
required.  UrquhartwilltakeoursuggestionstoNewHollandBrewing.  

b. UrquhartsharedthatsomeoneisinterestedinpurchasingavacantbuildingonWashington
Ave. intheDowntownHistoricDistrict.  Theywouldwanttotearitdownandconstructanewbuilding
possibilityasaboutiquehotel.  Atthistime, hehasnotbeeninformedastowhichbuildingisunder
consideration.  ThecommissionneedtoreviewourroleastheHCDCinthissituation.  Thecommission
wouldneedtomakearecommendationtoCityCouncil.  Itwasdecidedthatthispartyshouldbeinvited
tomakeapresentationtotheHCDCandPlanningCommissionforajointmeeting.  Duetotheunknown
location, itwasnotpossibletohaveaconstructiveconversationregardingCommission’sopinionof
tearingabuildingdown.    



3) DiscussionandReviewofDRAFTBylaws
BrianUrquhart, CityPlannerreportedthatduetoMEDCandRRCregulations, theHCDCneedstocreate
Bylaws.  HedraftedasetbasedonOrdinance19guidelines.  Doramentionedthattheyseemedpretty
cutanddrybasedontheordinancewiththeexceptionofthetimesoftheCommissionsannualelections
andtheaddedpositionofrecordingsecretary.  Urquhartwillmakecorrectionsandpresentagainatnext
meetingforourapproval.  

4) ApprovaloftheRegularMeetingMinutesofJanuary17, 2024.  CorrectionbyFisktoreflecthis
absenceandnotpresent. MotionmadebyQuaandsecondedbyVandenbergtoapprovewith
correction.  Motionapprovedunanimously.    

5) Tri-CitiesMuseumUpdate. KateCrosby, MuseumAdvisoryMembernotpresent.  Noreport.  

6) LoutitLibraryUpdateReport. RepresentativeJeanetteWeidennotpresent. Noreport.  

7) Updates & Reports/CommentsByHCDCMembers.  
a. DoramentionedhertermwillbeexpiringthisJuneandthatshewillhavecompleted2full
termssounabletoremainonCommissionfor1-yearminimumabsence.  Askedmembersto
thinkaboutanyonetheymayknowthatmaybeagoodfitforthisvacancyandhavethemreach
outtotheMayorforappointment.  Termsare3yearandcanbeappointedforasecondterm.    

b. DoramentionedattendinganeventatTheLilleyMansioninSpringLakeandmeetingthe
owner, PatrickRoggenbau.  HeistheChairofSpringLakeHistoricCommission. Hesuggested
thatitmaybeadvantageoustohaveour2commissionsgettogethersometimetodiscussways
thatwecouldcomplimentand/orpromotebothcommunities’ richhistory.   

c. Bothsubcommitteesarestillworkingontheirdistrictbrochurestopresentsoon.  

d.  DorainformedmembersthatalthoughRosemaistakingnotesfortheminutesateach
meeting, itwasnecessaryforAngeltypehernoteseachmonth.  Doravolunteeredtotypethem
forherintheshorttermbutitcannotcontinuetodoitwithotherCommissionduties.  A
volunteerneedstostepforwardtotakeoveratthenextmeeting.  

8) SecondGeneralBusinessCalltoViewingAudience \[3minutesperperson\] none

9) Adjournment6:45pm.  

SubmittedbyLindaRosema, Secretary
LizaDora, Chair


