
DuncanParkCommission – November18, 2025; RegularMeeting; 6:00pm
GrandHavenCityHall, CouncilChambers, GrandHaven, MI

CALLTOORDER:  
COMMISSIONERS: JoeMiddleton, MikePoort, GeorgetteSass, JohnWilliams
CITYLIAISON: MichaelEngland

APPROVALOFAGENDA: MotiontoapproveagendamadebyPoort, secondbySass; passed4-0
PUBLICCOMMENT: MembersoftheaudiencemayaddresstheCommissiononanyitem, whetherontheagendaornot. Thoseaddressing
theCommissionareaskedtoprovidetheirnameandaddressandwillbelimitedtothreeminutesofspeakingtime. TheCommissionwill
hearallcommentsforfutureconsiderationbutmaynothavearesponseatthistime.  

APPROVALOFMINUTES: MotiontoapproveOctober21, 2025, DraftMinutesmadebyPoort, secondby
Williams; passed4-0
AGENDA

NEWBUSINESS:  

A. Discussion – OnNovember3, 2025, theGrandHavenCityCouncilvotedtoextendthecity’s
contractwithParshallTreeCaretoincludetheDuncanParkCommission (DPC) contingentupon
itsapproval. ThisallowsDPCtousethiscontractorwithouttherequirementofseeking3
competitivebidsforworkexceeding $30,000. OnNovember11, 2025, theDuncanPark
CommissionreceivedtheproposedtreatmentplanfromParshallTreeCareoutliningwhat
wouldbecoveredbythe $85,000costoftreatingESHandHWAwithDinotefuraninDuncan
Park. CommissionerssubmittedquestionsaboutthedetailsofthecontracttoJamesRetzlaffof
ParshallTreeCare. LarryBurns, BrianRathburnandJamesRetzlaffwerepresenttoanswerany
remainingquestions. Becausetreatmentwillnotbeabletobeimplementedforseveralmonths, the
DPCcanbeboththoroughandcarefulinourconsiderationsofHemlocktreatment. TheDuncan
ParkCommissionwillconsideradditionaloptionsattheDecembermeetingwhenwehave
informationaboutotherpossibleapproaches.   

B. Discussion – TheDuncanParkCommissionsetits2026meetingcalendar. Motion – TheDuncan
ParkCommissionwillmaintainitsmeetingtimeasthethirdTuesdayofeverymonthat6pmforthe
2026calendaryear – madebySass, secondbyWilliams; passed4-0.  

C. Discussion – AgrantopportunitywascommunicatedtotheDuncanParkCommissionbyJim
Matthewswhowaspresent. ApplicationsforagrantfromtheMichiganDNR, DTEEnergy
FoundationandReLeafMichigantofundeffortstoregrowMichigan’streecanopywillopenin
Summer2026. PoortvolunteeredtoworkwithJimMatthewstowardsgeneratingasuccessful
application. Motion – TheDuncanParkCommissionmakesacommitmenttoapplyforthisgrant,  
incoordinationwiththecity – madebySass, secondbyWilliams; passed4-0.  

D. Discussion – TheDuncanParkCommissionwillsubmititbudgettotheCityofGrandHaven
earlyin2026. Aconsiderationofouroperationalexpensesandanycapitalimprovement
expenseswouldbegreatlyfacilitatedbyestablishinga5-yearand10-yearmanagementplan.  
Outcome – DPChasidentifiedcommissioners (PortandMiddletonwithWilliamspossible) who
willbegintheprocessincoordinationwithGrandHavenFinanceDirector, EmilyGreene, andthe
GrandHavenAreaCommunityFoundationwhoholdsourfund. Motion – TheDuncanPark
CommissionidentifiesPoortandMiddletontoinitiatecontactwithEmilyGreene – madebySass,  
secondbyWilliams; passed4-0

OLDBUSINESS:  

E. Discussion – ItwasdeterminedthatconstructionofstepstocontrolerosionattheWisconsinSt
accessbyJDesign & ServicesLLCdidnotneedtobereviewedbyanengineer. Motion – JDesign &  
ServicesLLCwillbeginconstructionofstepsinNovember2025providingerosioncontrolatthe
WisconsinStaccesspointbetweenDuncanParkandDunsesideDiscoveryCenter – madebySass;  
secondbyWilliams; passed4-0.  
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COMMISSIONER’SREPORTS: Thesearelimitedinscope, representingareportofactivitiesrelevanttoDuncanPark
andDPC. Thesewillbelimitedto3minutes. Discussionsoractionsthatrequiredetailedconsiderationoravote
shouldbeplacedasanagendaitemunderNEWBUSINESS.   

PoortandSassreportedonthesuccessoftheNovember15, 2025, VolunteerDayinwhichmulchwas
spreadtocreateatrailforstudentsofDunesideDiscoveryCenterandthefrontgatebedswerecleaned
forthewinter. MuchappreciationfortheturnoutgoestoShyleLyonswhopostedthenoticeforthe
eventonvariousmediasites.  

CITYLIAISONREPORT:  None.  
TREASURERREPORT: FinancialdocumentsforOctoberweresentwiththisagendaandarepostedto
GoogleDrive.  

PUBLICCOMMENT:   

ADJOURNMENT: 7:05pm

NEXTMEETING: December16, 2025@6pm

Approvedminutesrespectfullysubmitted,  

GeorgetteSass

SenttoCityClerkonDecember16, 2025


