
DuncanParkCommission - May16, 2023; RegularMeeting; 7:00pm
GrandHavenCityHall, CityManagerMeetingRoom, GrandHaven, MI

CALLTOORDER:  5/16/2023@7:03PM
COMMISSIONERSPRESENT: MikePoort, GeorgetteSass, JohnWilliams
CITYLIAISON: DerekGajdos

APPROVALOFAGENDA: Motiontoapprovethecurrentagenda, byPoort, SecondbyWilliams Passed
PUBLICCOMMENT:  NONE
APPROVALOFMINUTES: Motiontoapprovetheminutesasamendedfrom4/18/2023bySass, Secondby
Williams (Approvedasamended)  

th thAmendments:  110Anniversary (not110 dedication) October21,2023; Clarificationrequestedby
SasstoindicatethediscussionandvoteonDuncanParkmanagementwasrelatedtothecommission’s
authoritytomanagethepark (perGrandHaven, Michigan - CodeofOrdinancesChapter25 - PARKS
ANDRECREATIONARTICLEV. - DUNCANPARKCOMMISSION Sec. 25-62. - DuncanParkCommission).  

thDiscussiontocompletetheminuteswithinthe8 daytoreviewbeforepublishing.   
NEWBUSINESS:  

A. TheCityClerkisaskingcommitteestomakesureweareadheringtotheOpenMeetingsAct (OMA).  
DuncanParkcommissioners (DPC) reviewedhighlightsoftheOMA.  Sassrequestedustoreview
OMAinmoredetailtorefreshourknowledgeofthepolicies. TheDPCdiscussedhighlightsof

thmeetingstimesandpostings.  MinutesoftheDPCmeetingsneedtobeavailablethe8 day
followingthemeeting.  Minutesdonothavetobepostedbythecityuntilapproved, buttheydo

thneedtobeavailableifrequestedafterthe8 dayfollowingthemeeting. Agendasneedtobeposted
7daysbeforethemeetingasaCityofGrandHavenrequirement, thoughitwasnotedthisisnotan
OMArequirement. Worksessionscanbecalledwithnoticegivenforofficialbusinessthatdoesnot
involvevoting. Itwasalsohighlightedthatanytimewehaveaquorumofthecommissionoutsideof
regularmeetings, thereshouldbenoticeofpotentialbusinessintheformofaspecialmeeting
shouldanyvotingberequired.  DerekwillcheckontheFOIAmeetingminuterequests
requirement.  

B. DuncanParkcommissioners (DPC) discussedholdingmonthlyvolunteereventsinthepark. AMay
th27 volunteereventwassuggestedinvolvingaGarlicMustardpull.  Additionalvolunteerevent

ideas: June (trailmaintenance), July (StainingBolsters), August (tbd).  Thecommissionalso
discussedtableandbenchmaintenance.  Tablesshouldbecleanedinthefallthenputintheshed
andsealedinthespring. Thiswouldallowforpowerwashinganddrytimebeforesealing. The
cleaningofthetablescouldbedoneinaSeptemberorOctobervolunteerevent. TheDPCwillmeet

thforaworksessiononMay24 @7:00pmtowalkthetrailsanddiscusswhatworktheywould
thwanttodoasitrelatestotrailmaintenance.  AproposalwillbebroughttotheJune20 meeting

forapproval. MotionbyPoort, SecondbySasstoholdscheduledvolunteereventsonamonthly
rdthbasis (aroundthe3 Saturdayofthemonth). TheinitialvolunteereventwillbeMay27 ( Pulling

thGarlicMustard). ThesecondeventwillbeJune24( TrailMaintenance). TheJulyevent (Prep/stain
Bollards). OthervolunteereventsTBD.  Passed.  

C. DuncanParkCommission (DPC) reviewedsummermaintenancetasks. Itwasdeterminedtouse
TitanforLawnMowing (31/2” height) twiceamonth / Trimmingasneeded. Blowtheparkinglot
areamonthly. SpringandFallCleanuponthebackroadtohelppreserveroadmaterials.  Spring
cleanupwasalreadydonefor2023. DPCwillalsocontractKrausetofixsprinklers, andstartthe
system.  Itwassuggestedthatwesprinklelessinthepicnicareabecauseoftheamountofshade.  
Thetimerscanbeadjustedasneeded. DPCwillalsocontractrepaintingthemid-walkcrossing
PianoKeys - nosidelines). Investigatethepricing/contractwiththecityoncrosswalkpainting

withAdvancePainting.  
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D. DPChasputclosuretothe $1000waterbillfromfallof2022.  DPCwasnotifiedtheinsurancehasa
1000deductible, sothatwouldn’thelptoclaimoninsurance. Thebreakinthelinewasonthe

Parkssideofthemeter.  Theleakwasafterthemeterandistheresponsibilityoftheprivate
property. ThebillhasbeendeductedfromtheDuncanParkFund. Wehavesincefoundoutthere
are3metersthatrelatetoDuncanPark.  OnebetweenTaylorandDuncanPark(near400Duncan
Ct), Oneinthemiddlejusttothesouthoftheparkingarea, andoneattheentrancebehindthe
NorthPillar. Wenowhaveabetterunderstandingofwhatpartofthewatersystemisthepark's
responsibility. TheDPCcommissionwilllookintoputtingtheDogwateringfaucetonanautomatic
shutoffvalve. TheDPCcommissionwillalsocontracttheworktofixthesprinklingleakandstart
thesprinklers.  

E. Arequest/UsePermitfromSt. John’sLutheranChurchandSchoolhasbeensubmittedforarun
throughDuncanPark. TheOtoño5KRunwillbeheldonSeptember16, 2023.  DPCdiscussedand
determineditmeetsournewprocessthateventslikeRunsthatarealreadyapprovedbythecity
andtheonlyactivityfortheparkisapassthroughtheparkwouldbeapproved. MotionbySass,  
SecondbyWilliamstoApprovetheuseoftheparkfortheOtonopark.  (Approved)  

PRESIDENTREPORT:  
EarthDayEventoutcome – veryniceevent, wellattended. Wegaveoutsmallplants, provided
informationaboutthewoodsandcollectednamesandcontactsforFriendsofDuncanWoodsvolunteer
events.  
DuncanParkStakeholderSurvey. Readytolaunch. Itwasrecommendedtosendittocitymanager
Ashley) foraheadsupandgetafinalreview.  

UpdatedUsePermitwithRules & Regulationsstillinprogress.  
PlansfordedicationofDuncanParkasaNetworkForestintheOldGrowthForestNetwork.   

SassgoingtodedicationAmanParkGRtogetafeelforwhatothersdoforadedication
ceremony
Idea: totalktoMarushkaforacommemorativeshirt
Idea: lookatthelighthouseposteranddosomethinglikethat
HighLevelreviewofinvitees: MayorandCouncil, CommunityFoundation, Loutit
Foundation, allinvolvedwiththeoldgrowthforestproject (IE: NickSanchez).  

UrbanForestryGrant – DPCdiscussedthesignagerequestfortheenclosures.  Itwasdeterminedthat
wedonotwanttocallattentiontotheenclosures, howevercommissionerSasswilldoanotificationthat
wecanpostontheKiosk.  SassalsoIdentifiesthelocationsoftwoenclosures (caretakershedareaand
backtrailbehindbaseballdiamond)  

OLDBUSINESS:  None
CITYLIAISONREPORT:  Nothingadditionaltoreport
TREASURERREPORT: FinancialreportssharedonGoogleDriveandsentwith5/16/23meetingagenda.  
PUBLICCOMMENT:   NONE
ADJOURNMENT:   8:36PM
NEXTMEETING: June20, 2023@7pm
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APPROVED7/18/2023

MichaelJPoort
MichaelJPoort
DuncanParkCommission, Secretary


