
DuncanParkCommission – April16, 2024; RegularMeeting; 6:00pm
GrandHavenCityHall, CouncilChambers, GrandHaven, MI

CALLTOORDER:  
COMMISSIONERSPRESENT: MikePoort, GeorgetteSass, JohnWilliams (ElizabethPool-absent)  
CITYLIAISON: AshleyLatsch, CityManager

APPROVALOFAGENDA: MotionbyPoorttoapproveagenda; secondWilliams; approved.  
PUBLICCOMMENT: MembersoftheaudiencemayaddresstheCommissiononanyitem, whetherontheagendaornot. Thoseaddressing
theCommissionareaskedtoprovidetheirnameandaddressandwillbelimitedtothreeminutesofspeakingtime. TheCommissionwill
hearallcommentsforfutureconsiderationbutmaynothavearesponseatthistime.  

APPROVALOFMINUTES:  MotionbyPoorttoapproveminutes; secondSass; approved.  
AGENDA

NEWBUSINESS:  

A. Discussion – VeloKidshassubmittedaUsePermit (onGoogleDriveandattachedtoemailsentwiththis
agenda). TheactivityrequestedintheparkoccursJuly8 – July11, 2024. Outcome – DPCwilldiscussand
voteontheUsePermitfromVeloKids.  

ScottPrzystasfromVeloKidsattendedthemeetingtoprovideclarificationsontheplanned
useofDuncanPark. Heexplainedthattherewouldbe30-40campersbeingdroppedoffin
theparkingarea (8:45 – 9:15am) andthenpickedupfromthisarea (10:45-11:15am). The
estimatewasthattherewouldbe15-20carsusingtheDuncanparkingareaaccessroad
duringthistime. Scottagreedtoaccommodateregularusers. HearguedthatDuncanWoods
waspreferredoverMaryAWhiteduetoitsaccesstothecemetery. DPCstressedthe
importancethatbikescannotbeontrailsorinthegrassyarea. VeloKidsrequestedawaiver
ofanyfeestousetheparkstatingthattheyarea501(c)3nonprofitorganzation. The
commissionrequestedthatinexchangewebeabletoaskattendeesusingtheparkfor
donationswhichwouldhelpuscovercostsassociatedwithparkuse. Motionwasmadeby
Sassto “supporttheusepermitfromVeloKids, waivingthetypicalfeeinlieuofa
presentationtotheparentsontheDuncanParkmission”; secondbyPoort; approved.  

B. Discussion – WehavediscussedpotentialDuncanParkeventsinOctoberrelatedtotheanniversaryofMartha
Duncan’sgiftaswellasourinductionasnetworkforest. Itwasalsomentionedthatwecouldusesuchanevent
asanopportunityforeducationaloutreachabouttheneedtoprotectoururbanforestinGrandHaven. The
DuncanParkCommissionwillbeginplanningsucheventsasdecidedindiscussion. Outcome – DPCwillbegin
planningOctoberevents.  

TherewasdiscussionabouthowtomoveforwardwithOctobereventsrelatedtothe
anniversaryofMartha’sgiftandOGFNinduction. Itwasagreedthatweshouldmove
forward. SasswilldiscusswithDrEwingandtheTri-CitiesMuseumwhattheOctober19
eventcouldencompass. SasswillalsoconfirmOct20birdwalktoprovideclarificationson
theplanneduseofthepark.  

C. Discussion – Therehavebeenrecentreportsofactivitiesintheparkthatwouldnotbesupportedeitherby
thephilosophyofprotectingthenaturalstateofthewoodsorbybestpracticesforsafeuseofthepark. Weare
currentlyawaitinginformationaboutthestatusoflegalitiesassociatedwithaspecificactivity. Whatrole
shouldtheDuncanParkCommissiontakeinmonitoringtheseactivitiesandactivelyaddresstheoversightof
recreationaluseof thepark. Outcome – DPCwillinitiatediscussionsandidentifyanyadditionalinformation
needed.  

DiscussionfirstfocusedonwhethertheDPCshouldhaveaformalstanceontheactivities
thatareallowedinthepark. ItwasnotedthatDuncanParkisalreadycoveredunderthe
rulesforallcityparks. TheDPCisstillwaitinglegalguidancetodeterminewhether
additionalsignageornotificationsaddressingrisksintheparkareneeded. Afterdiscussion
regardingthemanywaystheparkisused, itwasdecidedthatweshouldtakeaproactive
approachonguidingusersoftheparktowardssanctionedactivitiesandtothatendbetter
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trailmanagementwasrecognizedasveryimportant. SassagreedtofollowupwiththeEagle
Scoutonhisplanstofacilitatetheimplementationofthis “carrotnotastick” approach.  

OLDBUSINESS:  
A. DPCInternship/Fellowshipfollowupdiscussion.  

DiscussionsarecurrentlygoingonbetweenthecityandGVSUtoestablish.  
B. LettertoCityCouncilendorsementdeermanagement.  

LetterwasreadandagreedtobesenttotheCityCouncilviatheCityManager’soffice
C. LettertoStakeholdersrelatedtorecentcommunicationsaboutthepark.  

LetterwasreadandagreedtobesenttoMr. DuncanMyers.  
D. Reviewupcomingplannedevents.  

ListofeventstobeincludedasaninsertintheDPBrochurewerereviewed. Itwas
determinedthatallofoureventscanbeplacedontheGrandHavenGooglecalendar. Weneed
tobeginthetransferofthisinformationviaCityManager’soffice.  

E. EthanHoffmeyer’sEagleScoutproject – howtoblockaccessfromLakeStreet?  
Requestedagainthatwehaveaccesstoroadbarricades. Thesearerequestedtobedelivered
ASAPtotheLakeStgate.  

COMMISSIONER’SREPORTS:  
Ournewlawnmaintenancecrewhascompletedtheirfirstcleanupintheparkanditwas
notedthatitlookedverynice! PoortandWilliamswillbeturningonthewater; Sasswilllet
Krauseknowthisisnotneededbutwewouldliketheadditionafaucettothesourceatthe
frontgate. PoortmadeamotiontoaddafaucettothewatersourcebehindtheSheldonstreet
gate ; secondWilliams; approved.  

CITYLIAISONREPORT:   

TREASURERREPORT: Marchfinancialreportswereattachedtoemailsentwiththisagendaandcanbe
foundonGoogleDrive.  

PUBLICCOMMENT:   

ADJOURNMENT: 7:12PM

NEXTMEETING: May7, 2024@6pm

APPROVEDMINUTESRESPECTFULLYSUBMITTEDBY:  

ElizabethPool

DUNCANPARKCOMMISSION


